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LBFAnnounces 
New Fellows

The Louisiana Bar Foundation welcomes 
the following new Fellows:

Kayla C. Bourgeois ................. New Orleans

Cortland B. Lyles .........................Alexandria

Julie A. Gutierrez .........................Alexandria

President’s Message

Q&A with  2020-21 LBF President Harry J. (Skip) Philips, Jr.
Interviewed by 2020-21 Secretary Deidre Deculus Robert

Robert: Tell us about yourself and 
your family.

Philips: I was born in New Orleans but 
grew up in Baton Rouge where I attended 
parochial school and then LSU (twice), 
finishing law school in 1983. I have three 
younger sisters. Colleen and I are celebrat-
ing our 42nd wedding anniversary in April. 
We have two wonderful children and three 
spectacular grandchildren. 

Robert: How did you get involved 
with the Louisiana Bar Foundation (LBF)?

Philips: Several years ago, Mike 
Patterson asked me to help with the LBF 
Grants Committee. I learned a lot about 
civil legal aid and especially the Legal 
Services Corporations by reviewing their 
grant applications. I became the LSC sub-
committee chair for the committee and 
then was asked to join the board. 

Robert: Why did you become a Fellow 
of the LBF?

Philips: The work of the Foundation is 
important to the goal of providing access to 
justice to those who cannot afford it. As the 
funding provider to many worthy grantees, 
the Foundation ensures that limited finan-
cial resources are put to work in the best 
places and to help the most people. Being 
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a part of that effort is 
important to me and 
I hope it is important 
to all lawyers and 
judges around the 
state. 

Robert: Why do 
you think the LBF is 
important to the law 
profession? 

Philips: One of the goals of our profes-
sion should be to help ensure that access 
to justice is not just a catch phrase. The 
Foundation is able to help resource activi-
ties that promote access to further that goal. 

Robert: Why do you think the LBF is 
important to Louisiana? 

Philips: The Foundation is the focal 
point for funding most of the nonprofit and 
volunteer organizations that provide criti-
cal legal services to those who cannot oth-
erwise afford it and the Foundation does 
this with minimal administrative expense 
so that maximum benefit is obtained from 
every contributed dollar. The benefits to 
the citizens of the state who qualify for ser-
vices rendered by the Foundation’s grant-
ees provide tangible and intangible ben-
efits to the entire state and help improve 

the quality of life for those who receive the 
services provided by the dedicated law-
yers, staff and volunteers associated with 
the grantee organizations. 

Robert: What role does the LBF play 
in the Louisiana civil legal aid network?

Philips: As the funder of civil legal aid, 
not only does the Foundation invest and 
administer funding programs, but its over-
sight and review of the grantees’ use of the 
funds provided enhances accountability 
and quality. The Foundation also serves 
as a coordinator of services and provides 
training for grantee management teams 
and governance boards. 

Robert: What do you hope to accom-
plish this year as LBF president?

Philips: I would like to, first, continue 
the great work of our current president, 
Amanda Barnett, and the officers and 
board members. We are working on sever-
al initiatives that are incorporated into the 
Foundation’s strategic plan to include find-
ing a permanent home for the Foundation 
and some of its grantees. Expanding ac-
cess to justice through enhanced funding 
sources and education of the public and 
our decision makers will be part of the 
agenda for the coming year. 

Harry J. (Skip) 
Philips, Jr.

LBF Schedules Statewide Pop Up Tour
The Louisiana Bar Foundation has 

scheduled a series of Pop Up Tours 
throughout the state. Scheduled events in-
clude:

► Tuesday, April 28: Southwest 
Annual Luncheon, Lake Charles.

► Wednesday, April 29: Acadiana 
Annual Breakfast, Lafayette.

► Wednesday, April 29: Capital Area 
Annual Luncheon, Baton Rouge.

► Monday, May 4: Northeast Annual 
Luncheon, Monroe.

► Tuesday, May 5: Northwest Annual 

Breakfast, Shreveport.
► Tuesday, May 5: Central Annual 

Luncheon, Alexandria.
► Tuesday, May 12: Northshore 

Annual Luncheon, Mandeville.
► Wednesday, May 13: Greater 

Orleans Annual Breakfast, New Orleans.
► Wednesday, May 13: Bayou Region 

Annual Luncheon, Thibodaux.
For more information on these events, 

contact Danielle Marshall, (504)561-1046, 
email danielle@raisingthebar.org. Or visit 
the website: www.raisingthebar.org.


