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UPDATE: IRS Provides Relief to Taxpayers Affected by Hurricane Isaac 
 
The IRS announced that it will provide relief from tax filing and payment deadlines for certain 
individuals and businesses in Louisiana and Mississippi affected by Hurricane Isaac.  
 
Affected areas 
As of September 10, 2012, this tax relief applies to individuals and businesses in the following 
affected areas: 

 Louisiana: Ascension, Assumption, Iberville, Jefferson, Lafourche, Livingston, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Helena, St. 
Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, and Washington parishes 

 Mississippi: Hancock, Harrison, Jackson and Pearl River counties 
 

***NOTE THAT FOR FEDERAL TAX PURPOSES, EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH IS NOT 
CONSIDERED PART OF THE AFFECTED AREA 

 
In addition to individuals that live or business that are located in the affected areas, other 
individuals are entitled to tax relief. A taxpayer that has records stored in the affected areas that 
are necessary to complete a tax return is entitled to relief. Relief workers affiliated with a 
recognized government or philanthropic organization assisting in the relief effort in any of the 
affected area are also entitled to relief. Tax relief is provided for any individual located in the 
affected area that was killed or injured as a result of Hurricane Isaac. 
 
Relief granted 
All tax filing and payment deadlines that occurred on or after August 26, 2012 for taxpayers in the 
affected areas have been postponed until January 11, 2013. This includes any corporations or 
businesses that had previously obtained an extension to file their 2011 tax returns on September 
17, 2012 as well as any businesses or individuals with a who had a similar extension to file their 
returns on October 15, 2012. Estimated tax payments for the third quarter that would have been 
due on September 17, 2012 have also been extended until January 11, 2013. Further, the IRS 
announced that it would not impose interest, late-payment or late-filing penalties that would 
otherwise apply and waiving failure-to-deposit penalties for federal employment and excise taxes 
due on or after August 26, 2102 and before September 10, 2012 as long as the deposits were 
made by September 10, 2012. 
 
 
 



 

 

Note that postponement provided for those affected by Hurricane Isaac does not apply to 
information returns such as forms W-2, 1098, 1099, 1042-S or 8027. However, the IRS has 
indicated that penalties for failure to timely file information returns can be waived for reasonable 
cause under existing IRS procedures. 
 
Claiming relief 
Taxpayers who live or have businesses located in the affected area should not receive any 
notices about failure to file or pay before the January 11, 2013 deadline as the IRS has already 
identified addresses of persons located in the affected area as eligible for relief. If an individual 
resides or business is located outside of the affected area, but is eligible for relief, taxpayers 
should call the IRS disaster hotline at 1-866-562-5277 to request this tax relief. To the extent any 
taxpayer receives a notice from the IRS for which the taxpayer is entitled to tax relief for 
taxpayers affected by Hurricane Isaac, the taxpayer should call the telephone number on the 
notice to request that any interest or late filing penalties be abated. 
 
Loss of federal tax records 
For taxpayers in the affected areas, the IRS will waive fees and expedite requests for copies of 
previously filed tax returns. Taxpayers should designate the request with the disaster designation 
“LOUISIANA/HURRICANE ISAAC” in red ink at the top of Form 4506 to request a copy of a  tax 
return or Form 4506-T to request a transcript of a tax return. 
 
Claiming casualty losses due to Hurricane Isaac on a 2011 tax return 
Individuals in the affected areas have the option of deducting disaster-related casualty losses for 
personal use property on their 2011 or 2012 federal income tax returns. The deduction for 
casualty losses is available only to the extent that the loss exceeds $100 and the total amount of 
all the individual’s casualty and theft losses for the year exceeds more than 10% of the taxpayer’s 
adjusted gross income. Claiming the loss on an original or amended return for 2011 will get the 
taxpayer an earlier refund, but waiting to claim the loss on the 2012 return could result in a 
greater tax saving, depending on other income factors. For further details, see Form 4684 and its 
instructions. Affected taxpayers claiming the casualty loss on last year’s return should put the 
disaster designation “LOUISIANA/HURRICANE ISAAC” in red ink at the top of the return to 
expedite the processing of the refund. 
 
 
LDR tax relief to taxpayers affected by Hurricane Isaac 
The Louisiana Department of Revenue has also extended relief to taxpayers whose homes, 
principal place of business or critical tax records are in the following parishes: Ascension, 
Assumption, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Jefferson, Lafourche, Livingston, 
Orleans, Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, Washington, West Baton Rouge, 
and West Feliciana. The following counties in Mississippi are also entitled to relief: Hancock, 
Harrison, Jackson, and Pearl River counties. 
 
***Note that five parishes that have been given state relief have not been included in the federal 

tax relief provisions discussed above. They are East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Pointe 
Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana 

 



 

 

Relief from penalties and interest 

The LDR will waive any late filing penalties, late payment penalties, and interest that would 
otherwise accrue on returns or amounts beginning on August 26, 2012. 
 
Sales tax, severance tax, and excise taxes 
Extensions are available for sales tax, severance tax, and excise taxes with an original or 
extended due date on or after August 26, 2012 and before September 30, 2012. The statutory 
due date for the tax returns and payments of the taxes listed below has been extended until 
October 15, 2012 for affected taxpayers. 
 

Tax Due Statutory Due Date 

Excise Taxes  

Alcoholic Beverage Tax 9/15/2012 

Beer Tax 9/20/2012 

Motor Fuels & Petroleum Products Inspection Fee 9/22/2012 

 Suppliers and Permissive Suppliers  

 Distributors, Exporters, and Blenders  

Motor Fuels & Petroleum Products Inspection Fee 
  Importers 

9/15/2012 

Tobacco Tax 9/20/2012 

Transportation and Communication Tax-Monthly Return 9/20/2012 

Sales Tax  

Ernest N. Morial New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Food and 
Beverage Tax 

9/20/2012 

Hotel Occupancy Tax 9/20/2012 

Sales and Use Tax-Monthly Return 9/20/2012 

Severance Tax  

Oilfield Site Restoration Fee 8/31/2012 & 9/30/2012 

Severance Tax-Oil and Gas 8/31/2012 & 9/30/2012 

Severance Tax-Timber and Minerals 8/31/2012 & 9/30/2012 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Fee 8/31/2012 & 9/30/2012 

General Severance Tax 9/25/2012  

 
Withholding tax 
Extensions are available for the withholding payments for the above listed parishes and counties 
for withholding payments due on or before August 30, 2012 and on or before September 30, 
2012. Withholding payments will not be subject to interest and penalties as long as payments are 
received by October 31, 2012. 
 
Individual income, corporation income and franchise, and other income taxes  
Louisiana state income and franchise tax filing and payment deadlines for individuals and 
business in the listed areas that occurred between August 26, 2012 and January 11, 2013 will 
have until February, 11, 2013 to file these returns and pay the tax due. This includes individuals 
and corporations that previously obtained an extension until November 15, 2011 to file their 2011 
Louisiana state income tax returns and estimated tax payments for the third quarter of 2012, 
normally due on September 15, 2012. 
 



 

 

Additional resources 
IRS website  
IRS disaster relief information 
Louisiana Department of Revenue website 
LDR frequently asked questions about Hurricane Isaac extensions 
 
 
Taylor Porter 
 
With seventy-five (75) attorneys in Baton Rouge and a highly-capable technology infrastructure, 
the Firm is well-equipped to handle the most complex transactions and litigation, yet still serves 
its clients on a person-to-person basis. Our excellent reputation has been earned by providing our 
clients with the highest quality legal services for the past 100 years. Taylor Porter remains 
committed to providing our clients with excellent professional services at reasonable cost. 
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